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Of the coins, that were unearthed from the sporadic stratified 
diggings within a radius of five kilometres at VaiSali, the largest number 
was occupied by uninscribed copper cast coins. The inscribed cast coin 
was very rare. Their occurrence in largest numbers in association with the 
punch-marked coins and the Northern ‘Black Polished Ware suggests 
their real contemporaneity with these antiquities, These cast coins were 
oflwo types, rectangular and circular. The frequency of the rectangular 
type was ten times more than that of the circular one. Both the obverse 
and the reverse of the rectangular variety generally showed four and rarely 
five symbols, whereas those of the circular one had only one symbol. The 
weight of the former type of coins ranged from 0.276 to 3.568 grams, 
while the circular coins weighed between 0.848 and 2,843 grams, 


Out of: sixty-two rectangular varieties thirty-two were found from 
Period II (6th—2nd centuries В. С. , ten from period III (2nd century 
B.C.—A.D. 200), nine from period IV (A.D. 200 - 602), three from period 
У (A.D. post —60J), three from the embankment of an olden tank and five 
from the surface itself. This frequency bears witness to the fact that the 
coins, under review, were under circulation between sixth and second 
centuries B. C., and subsequently they survived as collections of private 
individuals at least in tats region. _Since the coins from the same period 
weighed differently, ‘excavations Could not ascertain the earliest weight- 
standard. 


The associated inscribed objects from period II re 
sealings and tokens with inscriptions beloning to i 
centuries B. С. The ceramic finds of the period inclu 
the fine varieties of the Black-and-Red and the М. 
coarse variety of the Painted Grey Ware. The silver 


: 2 and co 
marked coins were also not lacking in this period. Such ао ае 
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1, Vaisali Dxcavations : 1950, Vaisali Sangha, ГЄР E 
1938 62, вов, тар 1961; раға Еласа:ойопв 
Patna, 1969. 
2° Vaisali Excavations 1958-62, pp. 115-119. 
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and animal figurines, both hand-modelled and moulded specimens, 
beads of semi-precious stones, bone arrow-heads and points etc., as are 
found elsewhere in association with the N. B. P. Ware, were also the 
associated antiquities of the cast coins under review. 

Coins with more symbols (usually four on both sides viz., three 
arched crescentéd hill, square cross, tree in railing with ovate lanceolate 
leaves and taurine on the obverse and elephant, taurine, svastika and 
triangular-headed symbol on the reverse) were picked up in greatest 
frequency even from period 11, whereas those with less symbols were 
negligible at any site of the locality. 

From the above study it may also be inferred that the copper cast 
coins of the rectangular variety were earlier than the circular specimens. 


Next, among the rectangular coins, those with four symbols were in great 


majority and also anterior in time. Since coins with different weight- 


standards were found together it was difficult to ascertain which standard 


was the earliest. 
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